NATIONAL FEDERATION.BASKETBALL
RULES REVISIONS FOR 2007-2008

2-12-4; 5-11-2 30-second Timeout Warning Horn Changes—The waming horn for a 30-second timeout
willnow be-sounded-with .15 seconds remaining. With that change, the sounding of all waming
homs:will be uniform for intermissions, timeouts and the replacement interval for a disqualified/
injured player.

2-12-5; 10-5-3 Player Replacement Interval Reduced—The interval to replace a disqualified or injured
player, or a player directedto leave the game, has changed to 20 seconds. A waming horn will be
sounded with 15.seconds remaining in the interval-(5 seconds into the interval). That timeframe
was often used as an “unofficial” timeout. By reducing the replacement interval and sounding the
warning horn after 5 seconds, coaches are encouraged to replace the player in a more timely
fashion.

4-15-4d;9-5-2 The definition of when a dribble ends was changed to when the loss of control by the dribbler
is caused by the opponent touching, or being touched by, the ball rather than an intentional
‘batting of the ball. The illegal dribble violation was also edited to reflect this rules change. The
rules were changed because a longstanding interpretation had been that any touching of a
dribble by a defender (intentional or otherwise, by the hand of otherwise) ends the dribble. The
way the rule was prevnously writtensigmp] e touching must be by the hand and must be

4-15-4 Situation—WHIEY) RSB SG Ne ball legally touches B-1's leg,
causing it to bouncej i Il with two hands and then starts
another dribble.

Ruling—Legal. Th 2 ' heonal i could then recover and dribble
_ again. However, ffiestopctiibey B 4iicer , iR 10-second-backcourt contin-
ues. (9-5-2) ' -

4-42-5 = When a Throw-if] 3 FOLPY eded tp tie definition of when a
throw-in ends. It SR SR haal a7k ;
touched by, anoth
possibly reward a def
possession throw-in.

unds.” The previous rule could
. edpecially during an alternating

4-42-5 Situation—Team Ais Sag dgn 2 fhapossession throw-in. A-1's throw-in pass is
illegally kicked by B-2. “ :

Ruling—As a result of B~2's kicking violation, team A is awarded a throw-in at the designated spot
nearest to where the violation occurred. Since the throw-in was not contacted “legally,” the throw-
in had not ended. Therefore, the arrow remains with team A for the next altemating possession
throw-in. (6—4-4)

Signal Chart Not Closely Guarded Signal Added—A new signal (spreading of the arms) was added to the
signal chart to communicate that a defender is not in a closely guarded situation. The new signal
clearly communicates that the official is aware that the defender is attempting to obtain a closely
guarded count, but has not met the 6-foot distance requirement or that the 6-foot distance
necessary for continuing the count has been broken. It is intended to be used as a means of
communication and does not need to be used in obvious situations, such as when an offensive
player speeds past a defender or when there is significant distance between the player with the
ball and the defender.

POINTS OF EMPHASIS

1. Uniforms—The NFHS has received an increasing number of questions regarding the legality of basketball
uniforms. It appears more and more schools are ordering and wearing illegal uniforms. To ad-
dress that issue, uniforms are once again a point of emphasis.

A. Home White Required—This season, the new rule requiring the home téam to wear white

3









